
 
 
 
 
 
 

Volunteering LaValla School, Cambodia 
 
Rob Slater and Jack Kelly are ex-students of Marist College, North Shore who have returned to LaValla, 
Cambodia as volunteers for two months and have recently arrived in the country. After this adventure Rob will 
return to his studies at Macquarie University and Jack will continue with his Gap Year, catching up with relatives 
in Europe. (Br Chris Wills fms) 

 
 

“LaValla is a primary school in Cambodia which focuses 

on providing an accelerated primary education to 

disabled children coming from poor families, the school 

not only provides education but also food, physical 

therapy, medical check-ups and prosthetics for those 

who require.  

 

Both of us visited the LaValla community 2 years ago 

with a school group (Marist College North Shore) and we 

have recently returned for a 2 month stay. It’s only been 

a few days and already we’re fully immersed in the school culture as much as we were 2 

years ago, courtesy of the kids.  

 

They are all contagiously happy and always eager to hang out with us; whether it’s for a 

broken English chat or just playing a game, like Cambodian Chess or football. The kids 

teach us just as much as we teach them, and when we’re not with them we’re labouring 

and helping with maintenance of the school grounds.  

 

It’s a full-on experience but there’s nothing about it that 

either of us would change. We are both helping with the 

construction of the new village behind the school in which 

students will begin to stay in once it is complete. We 

encourage anyone and everyone to get involved in 

communities like this in any way they can, the whole 

process is often quite an eye-opening experience and can 

drive an individual to keep pursuing similar opportunities.” 
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Greeting: the elegant Sampeah gesture 
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