
“You too, go into my vineyard”

The landowner and his vineyard in last Sunday’s Gospel is a fascinating 

parable. Not so much for the seemingly justified hissy-fits thrown by the 
earlier-chosen labourers at the end of a long, hard day’s work, but for the 
complete randomness of the vineyard owner’s call to those standing idle in 

the village waiting for something better to come along.

“You too go into my vineyard” [Matt 20:30] is the call of the owner. Like the 
parable, Jesus calls the most unlikely people to tend God’s vineyard. You 
don’t have to look too far in the New Testament to see the line-up, especially 
the motley ‘A’ team of Apostles, Saul of Tarsus and those who follow. I also 
think of Champagnat’s pioneer band of brothers; simple country blokes who 
were barely literate enough themselves, let alone considering taking on such 
a grand evangelising project as making Jesus Christ known and loved. 

One clear message to be drawn from this parable is that God has no 

favourites. He just loves us, calls us, transforms us by his Grace and send us 
out for the sake of his mission. In some way or other, each of us has been 
invited through our Baptism to go into the ‘vineyard’ of our everyday world 

to tend and care for God’s precious creation. Whether it be to mend and 

heal, nurture and till, or bind up what is most fragile or broken, the need is 
always there.

Which is what I love about Marist Youth Ministry (MYM) and the generous 
and faith-filled young people who step up beyond Year 12 and become 
part of our project. In a society where youth culture is often adrift and 
increasingly presented with uncertain messages about identity, purpose 
and fulfilment, MYM puts out a clear invitation to the young to roll up their 
sleeves and get involved in ministry and service projects with kids in need.

I like to think that we Marists have been given a small portion of the 
vineyard to care for so that the fruit of God’s kingdom can be realised in 
the lives of those to whom we minister. Our part of the vineyard includes 

Remar Caravels, bread runs, justice forums, retreats, youth festivals, 
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homework clubs, immersions and solidarity camps, together with day-to-day 
companioning and support of young people.

At a deeper level, MYM exists alongside many other youth agencies in the 
Church to form labourers for God’s vineyard. It is vital therefore that we form 
and equip our youth ministers spiritually, intellectually and emotionally so 
they can be Christ’s disciples – his eyes, heart, hands and feet to those in 
need. In doing this, we are also ‘drawing them into responsible participation in 
the life, mission and work of the Catholic faith community.”* 

“You too, go into my vineyard.” There may be young people you know who 
might need some encouragement to step up and get involved in Marist Youth 
Ministry as a volunteer or leader. Part of our own mission as Marists is to echo 

the call of the vineyard owner and help young people discover their vocation 

and purpose in life. All we have to do is invite. God’s grace does the rest!

*Anointed and Sent, an Australian Vision for Catholic Youth Ministry. ACBC Office for Youth. 2014
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