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Marcellin College - Ever New 
 
Marcellin College enjoys a strong and happy community spirit. 
People feel welcome when they arrive at the College. Care is 
taken to understand what they are seeking. Young people learn 
and grow, staff serve and effective leadership emerges. 

This culture commenced when a small band of Marist Brothers, 
led by first principal Br Nilus Kenny, opened the College’s doors 
for the first time at the beginning of 1950. The 107 boys who 
assembled at Canterbury Rd, Camberwell learnt about their 
Catholic faith, studied an academic curriculum and developed 
a strong Marist belonging. 

Today the 1400 boys, now located at Bulleen Rd., Bulleen enjoy 
a well-honed program tailored for our contemporary world and 
beyond. The centrality of faith continues, the curriculum has 
diversified and the Marist spirit blossoms. Principal Mr Mark 
Murphy, the current staff and the Marcellin community have 
much to celebrate. 

A recent development has seen the establishment of the 
Marcellin College Foundation. With its key focus on serving 
through hospitality, communication and financial support for 
poorer families, the Foundation has become a key component 
of the Marcellin fabric. The Foundation team, led by Mr Chris 
Mirabella, welcomes newcomers, sets up social functions and 
supports ex-students from both Camberwell and Bulleen.

 

Marcellin College has grown to become 
a highly sought after Marist College. The 
new Hermitage building reflects a deep 
understanding of the indigenous roots 
on land adjacent to Melbourne’s Yarra 
River. It embraces, through architecture, 
art and symbol our Marist beginnings at 
the original Hermitage building in France, 
constructed in 1823 by our Marist Founder 
Fr Marcellin Champagnat. It too stands 

adjacent to a river, the Gier River which, in Marcellin Champagnat’s 
time, drove the mill which produced flour for the local residents and 
generated funds to pay the school fees of poorer families.  

Marcellin College Bulleen’s new learning spaces reflect a 
desire to work together in small groups, to benefit from modern 
technology and to develop creative and imaginative skills 
which contribute to the well-established tradition of curriculum 
relevant to today’s young people. 

Many Marcellin ex-students serve our nation with distinction 
in all walks of life. Some work in the corporate world, others in 
service industries, some in research and development. A small 
number serve as priests, others as Marist Brothers. Marcellin 
College offers a wide range of opportunities for aspiring youth 
to learn how to live life to the full and to serve our global 
community in ways yet to be discovered. Each of us is blessed 
to be able to make our contribution to such a vital, ever new 
Community. 

Br John McMahon fms 
Director

welcome 

If you have a story you’d like to share, please contact 
Lisa in the Foundation Office on +61 3 9851 1464  
or email lisa.gillies@marcellin.vic.edu.au
 

Listen to all of our audio interviews at 
www.soundcloud.com/marcellinfoundation

You can read more about John’s ongoing work with  
the Marist Brothers at www.johnmcmahon.id.au  John is a former  

Marcellin College Principal and School Captain.

UPDATE LAST
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steve sailah 
On a recent visit to Sydney, Foundation Director, Chris 
Mirabella, spent some time catching up with with Marcellin 
Old Collegian (1968) and two-time Walkley Award winning 
journalist, Steve Sailah. 
Last year, Marcellin was privileged to have Steve Sailah as 
honoured guest at the Anzac Day Author ceremony at the 
College. He was grateful for the invitation to speak to the 
boys - and was duly impressed with what a captive audience 
they were.  After visiting the college after so many years Steve 
remarked,  “I was struck with the size of the College and how 
much it had grown, but also the quality of the facilities - the 
number of facilities and the improvement works”. Steve was 
taken on a tour by Principal, Mark Murphy, where he got a first-
hand account of the current College building works. Steve said, 
“Any boy that goes to this school is going to do pretty well -  
at least with what’s on offer for them”.  
Steve grew up in Glen Iris, but don’t be fooled - he was very much 
from a working class family. His parents did not have their own 
home, but rather they lived  in a house that belonged to Steve’s 
grandparents.  Steve’s father Walter left school in grade 8 to go 
to work as an electrician. He served in Bougainville during the 
second world war where somehow, he arranged for his younger 
brother to be in the same regiment  - a strategic move on his part, 
to keep a protective eye out for his brother. 
Steve’s father returned from the war to work on the installation 
of high-tension wires across Victoria, before he decided to open 
up his own scrap-metal yard. Unfortunately, the business did 
not prove successful and it was here that his brother stepped in 
and offered him employment in his own scrap- metal yard. It was 
through this income, that he managed to pay the fees at Marcellin. 
Steve sometimes helped his Dad out at the scrap metal yard and 
this was motivation enough for him not to go down the same path.
Steve’s mother Rae always wanted to be a teacher.  She managed 
to go through to matriculation (which was a great achievement for 
the times). Marriage and children stood in the way of her pursuing 
teaching on a professional level, but it did not interfere with 
her having an influence on her own children’s education. Steve 
remembers her being a great advocate of reading and always 
placing lots of books on his bedstand. This love of reading also  
gave Steve his love of letter writing, probably the earliest influence 
of his career. When Steve reflected on his time at Marcellin College, 
he recalls a very different picture from the tour he received at the 
Anzac Day ceremony.
The tram ride from Glen Iris to the Junior School Campus at 
Canterbury Road was either freezing cold in winter or boiling hot 
in summer. On arrival at school, he was greeted by the beautiful 

old building at the front, which was back then, the Brothers’ 
residence.  Behind it were the  brick classrooms with a vast 
expanse of  bitumen. Memories of cricket in summer and footy 
in winter on the bitumen, which resulted in a broken nose and a 
broken collarbone, came flooding back to Steve.
Fortunately, there were no broken bones when Steve moved to 
Bulleen to the senior school in year 10. He recalls green pastures 
out “in the sticks” with magnificent ovals one after the other, the 
bright orange building high on the hill, classes taught mostly by 
Brothers, the trepidation of crossing the floor at school dances 
and being elected as a Prefect in his last year.
The role of Prefect was one that Steve considered both a privilege 
and an important responsibility. He recalls one day on a very full 
bus on the way home from school, none of the boys were wearing 
their caps. Even though the caps were universally hated by the 
boys, it was a breach in uniform code. He reluctantly reported 
this to Br. Sebastian for which he expected consequences for the 
cap abstainers. Instead, the caps were retracted from the official 
school uniform. Steve could single handedly take the credit for 
this welcome change in uniform, but in doing so, he was regarded 
as something of a traitor by some of his peers.
There was a regime at Marcellin for boys to do their best, whether 
it was on the sports field or in the classroom. Strict discipline 
was sometimes the motivator, but mostly the Brothers were 

very encouraging, applauding the boys for their efforts. This 
encouragement, along with Steve’s strong determination, inspired 
him to work hard. Reading was always encouraged at Marcellin 
and the frequent exams, he recalls, meant lots of writing. Steve 
found that writing was a skill that came naturally to him, and thus 
assisted him in obtaining better-than-expected results and proved 
to be the foundation of a life long career in journalism.
After Matriculation in 1968, Steve attended several interviews 
with The Sun News Pictorial - something that he attributes to 

the intervention of his Mum. Thanks to his matriculation results, 
his interviews were successful and he was one of about twenty 
cadets employed by The Herald and Weekly Times. He started 
as a second year cadet writing shipping reports, reporting the 
price of local fruit and vegetables; generally menial tasks until he 
progressed to writing a couple of paragraphs in the back pages 
of the paper. As the years progressed, so did the intensity of his 
work. He worked as a “Roundsman” - working as a reporter on 
particular beats - police, industrial, civic or federal parliament, etc, 
each for three month assignments.  After four and a half years 
at The Sun he left to go travelling through Latin America for a 
year. He studied Spanish at the University of Costa Rica where 
he also transcribed Shakespeare’s plays on a typewriter for the 
university’s School of English and made them available to the 
Spanish-speaking students.
In 1973, Steve was in hotel room in Veracruz in Mexico when he 
was caught in the middle of an earthquake which killed some 
1,500 people. The 7.3 quake was so severe that Steve’s hotel 
building seemed to be shaking off its foundations, and he was on 
the verge of jumping out of the 2nd floor window into the street, 
with the prospect of breaking more bones, when the earthquake 
subsided. Steve travelled to the badly affected areas filing reports 
on this terrible tragedy to the The Sun, in the knowledge that 
sometimes you just have to be in the right place at the worst time 
to get the story.
Steve returned home to Australia where he commenced at 3AW 
on News Radio - a new rolling news format interspersed with 
Shock Jock and Talk presenters. He had regular on-air sessions 
reporting Melbourne traffic with the comedian, Mary Hardy, a 
colleague he loved to work with, mostly for her behind the scenes 
pranks. Mary’s shenanigans taught Steve a fundamental of 
working on live radio - to be relaxed.  
Drawn to London in 1976, Steve worked for Independent Radio 
News as a script writer and London Broadcasting as a reporter. He 
lived and worked in London for two years, sometimes presenting 
the news at 2am or later (the only time they would broadcast an 
Aussie accent). The ungodly hours didn’t stop him from sourcing 
out great stories. He did interviews with the likes of the Sex Pistols 
and covered the Tour de France.

A position opened up a 2WS in Sydney, so Steve returned to 
Australia once again. Here, he put another notch in his belt by 
winning a  Walkley Award in 1979 for Best Radio Current Affairs 
Report, about public transport problems in Sydney’s Western 
suburbs rail network, incorporating music of the same theme. He 
worked at 2WS for nearly two years, and driving home every night 

he became an avid listener to the PM program on ABC radio.  
Determined to work on the program, Steve applied for the job, 
and commenced working with the PM team and presenter Hugh 
Evans. The next year Steve won another Walkley award for his PM 
story about the emergence of FM band radio in Australia. 
Steve’s 26 years at the ABC took him to New Delhi as the South 
Asia Correspondent and later to Washington DC as Bureau Chief.  
He was in the U.S. when Bill Clinton was elected President and 
when Clinton and Yitzhak Rabin shook hands with Yasser Arafat 
for the  Peace Accords. Steve also covered big news stories of the 
day, including the trial of OJ Simpson and the Rodney King assault.
In the 1980’s, back in Australia, Steve recorded interviews with 
a number of very talkative but aging Gallipoli Veterans, which 
very successfully went to air. On the back of this, and on the 75th 
anniversary of the first Landing of Gallipoli, Steve travelled to 
Gallipoli with Bob Hawke and some 60 veterans (the oldest being 
104)  to commemorate this anniversary. Steve got a very raw 
account of the wartime experiences these diggers endured  and 
watched them reduced to tears as they revisited the battlefields. 
Today, he still considers himself very privileged to have had this 
time with these men. 

Steve left ABC in 2005 after an incredible 26 year career and 
commenced work on his first novel, A Fatal Tide- a work of fiction 
inspired by the character of the diggers that he interviewed and 
spent time with in Gallipoli.  Another visit to the battlefields in 2011 
armed Steve with enough knowledge to complete this novel, for 
which he received excellent reviews.
Although Steve Sailah loves Melbourne, he doesn’t gloss over the 
fact that for the last three decades, he has called  himself a Sydney 
sider. He lives in the harbourside city with his wife Carolyn, three 
daughters and his border collie, Felix. He enjoys keeping fit and 
continues to write. He has recently completed his second novel, 
a sequel to A Fatal Tide (2014) This critically acclaimed novel set 
against the backdrop of Gallipoli and World War 1, is a murder 
mystery - Random House. Killing Kitchner (2017) Steve’s follow 
up book, has just been published.  It is about A World War 1 plot 
to murder the British Empire’s most famous warrior.

Listen to interview 
www.soundcloud.com/marcellinfoundation

Steve at home in Sydney with his Border Collie, Felix

1967  Marcellin Athletics Champions - Steve Sailah on left

Recording penguin Sound FX for his ABC Documentary- Antarctica 1983
interviewing Mystic Gigi in 1970 ABC South Asia Correspondent, 

Steve and daughter, Emma reading 
morning newspaper, New Dehli, 1988

Steve interviewing glaciologist in Antarctica for the ABC, 1983

Celebrating Steve’s (afro hair) Walkley Award with AMC PM Radio Current Affairs in 1980
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I was delighted when Danny Coffa accepted my invitation 
to share his story for this edition of Foundation News.  
Danny had called our office (his home address needed 
updating on our records) and it didn’t take long before 
our conversation shifted to those 1970s days at Marcellin. 
Danny’s mentioned how important it was to him to be 
reading the personal stories in our publication of those 
other Old Collegians, who like him, didn’t fit into the 
majority at school.  All these years later, it still rankles with 
him that the sport he fell in love with as a young child was 
something he felt he had to keep under wraps at school for 
fear of stigmatisation.  But now, comfortable with who he 
is  in mid-life, he has no regrets in pursuing his passion and 
no trepidation in sharing his story. I hope you enjoy reading 
this as much as I did.  Chris Mirabella 

danny coffa 
(Alumus 1978)
All the Right Moves
I started dancing at the age of 11. I still remember my first 
dance.  It was the Cha Cha Cha with a girl quite a bit taller 
than me giving me, shall I say, an interesting view.  When I 
attended the Junior School Campus in Camberwell, I kept 
my dancing a secret as I was scared of being taunted. Back 
then, it was considered “Sissy” for boys to dance.   It took 
me until Year 10 at the Senior School in Bulleen, before I gave 
anything away.  The young lady that accompanied me to the 
Formal was one of my dance partners and it became evident 
to all that I could dance.  Mr Parkin, my Chemistry teacher, 
had mentioned somewhere along the line that he and his wife 
enjoyed ballroom dancing so, I asked Mr Parkin’s wife (Lorrie) 
for a dance.  That dance, with the wife of my Chemistry 
teacher really did make a statement!

When it came to school, I have to admit, I didn’t share the 
same love for it as I did dancing.   Needless to say, I didn’t 
do very well.  1978 was my HSC year and my aversion to the 
academic drew me toward a career in the military.  I made 

my application to join the RAAF knowing full well that a year 
12 pass was not a pre-requisite.  My father, in all his wisdom, 
knew that my application would take time, so he insisted that 
I return to Marcellin in 1979 to repeat year 12.  Idle hands and 
so forth...

My first day back for my second round at year 12 in 1979 
is a day I won’t forget.  Me and another poor unsuspecting 
student were sent home by Br Stephen (Principal at the time) 
and to remove our moustaches. The trend of facial hair was 
absolutely not permitted. And so, we returned to school later 
that morning, clean shaven, but not with a clean reputation to 
start the year. Upon being accepted into the RAAF, my year 
was short lived – leaving Marcellin at the end of term one.

I had a few months up my sleeve before I had to report to No.1 
Recruit Training Unit (1RTU) at  RAAF Edinburgh, SA, so once 
again (idle hands and all that stuff), Dad had me working full-
time in the family business; surgical shoe-making and repairs.  
I had already been working there on Saturdays and school 
holidays, so I knew the ropes and just coasted along until I 
commenced recruit training. 

 

As it turned out, I didn’t like recruit training either.  I persisted 
for the three months and as I got through each level, I learned 
it  became a little easier. It was no surprise that I didn’t do too 
well at my studies (particularly military law) – it was like school 
all over again, except with a firing range and a parade ground.  
It wasn’t until we were on the parade ground, doing our drill, 
that I really found what I liked at training. The formality and 
the formation was something that I loved and my experience 
with dancing helped me with the precision moves.  I think my 
success at getting through recruit training can be attributed to 
my dancing. I also loved the rifle drill. 

We had to do physical fitness tests which were required as 
part of our overall evaluations. I enjoyed this about as much 
as I enjoyed the studies but knew that I had to grin and bear it.  
I managed to pass everything with the assistance of the great 
instructors and the wonderful bond that I formed with all of the 
other “Rookies”.  The movies are true!

The fun began when I finished my recruit training and was 
posted to RAAF Laverton, in Victoria, for trade training as a 
Signals Operator (SIGSOP).  Morse code, typing, coding and 
other forms of communication technologies were studied. I 

did learn very quickly that there was nothing more annoying 
to the Trainee Radio Technicians than two SIGSOPs tapping 
out Morse Code to each other on the water heater pipes that 
went through the accommodation block. 

I graduated as a SIGSOP and was posted to RAAF Pearce in 
WA for my first operational posting at 3 Telecommunications 
Unit (3TU).  All of my work there was of a classified nature 
which made it very hard for me to tell people about my 
job.  Further studies in my trade were necessary to execute 
some of the work at 3TU.  After a two year posting, I did an 
exchange posting to the Navy’s Shoal Bay Receiving Station 
in the Northern Territory.  Same work with new toys!

Subsequent postings included Defence Signals Directorate 
(Melbourne), Defence Intelligence Organisation (ACT) and 
other related organisations.  I had a very specialised skill-
set which included research and analytical processing and 
dissemination to a world-wide audience.  By this stage the 
title of “Spook” seemed appropriate and let imaginations fly 
when asked what I did for a living.  One thing I was privy to 
was the birth of the internet.  In 1999 I retired from the RAAF.

In 1988 I married, and my wife Sam accompanied me for a 
couple of postings.  Sam was not overjoyed at moving and 
when we had kids, well, it didn’t get  any easier.  A military 
career is definitely more suited to the single person.

I continued to advance with my dancing well into adulthood 
and commenced training as a teacher.  Unfortunately, the 
RAAF, and all of its postings did not allow for me to complete 
my training.  I tried to hunt down classes where I could, and 
sometimes joined in to help as a supervisor. During this time, 
I entered into a couple of competitions which I was fortunate 
to win.  Later on, I found a nice teacher in the Blue Mountains 
who was happy for me to assist with her students as an 
instructor and partner within the class.  I did this for a few 
years. After this, I partnered my daughter for her examinations 
and helped out as an instructor at her dance school.

After the RAAF I landed a part-time position with Sydney 
University working in the Discipline of Psychological Medicine 
as an Administrator/Educator.  My main role was looking after 
undergraduate students who were doing their Psych rotations 
throughout the year.  I simultaneously worked for the ATO.  I 
finally landed a full-time job with Sydney Trains as a Signaler 
– love the job but not very fond of the shift-work.  I utilise the 
heavy levers synonymous with railway signal boxes.  Sadly, 
they’re being decommissioned one by one and my position 

will be consumed by technology and centralisation.  Lithgow 
Yard Box has been in operation for over 130 years and I 
am very privileged to have the opportunity to work there.  I 
have also worked at Katoomba, Mount Victoria and Newnes 
Junction.

I have three daughters, two of whom teach mathematics at 
high schools and the third is studying to become a Police 
Officer with the NSW Police Force.    It’s with this daughter 
that I have a special bond.  She took up the martial art of Judo 
and less than 12 months later I decided to follow her trend. 
Judo has been a part of my life ever since.  

At the young age of 45 (eleven years ago) I started what was 
to become a way of life for me.  I now study the art of Judo, 
compete, coach and am a national level referee.  I hold the 
rank of Sho-Dan and have my own Judo club in Lithgow.  I 
finally found my “calling” and I really enjoy teaching others.  
It’s a far cry from my military days where I sport was anything 
but my calling. The moral codes of Judo includes courtesy, 
courage, friendship, honesty, honour, modesty, respect and 
self-control.  I realised that all these were already part of me 
from the 30 years of dancing and 20 years in the military.  My 
Judo family is very large indeed, and very much a part of my 
life.  I still love dancing and would love to teach, but time 
does not permit this.  I am working on having a monthly social 

dance with lessons beforehand.  I’ll see how that goes…

My father was never really into my dancing and envious of 
me entering the military (he was denied national service due 
to citizenship). When I started Judo however, his interest 
peaked.  I had no previous interest in sports, particularly in 
that which was his passion and profession - weightlifting.  Just 
as a sideline, Dad never considered Ballroom Dancing a sport!  
Perhaps it has been the wisdom of years and life experience 
that veered me toward something that I can share an interest 
in with my Dad.  We both officiate and hold stations of office 
in our respective sports, and in doing this, it has brought us 
much closer together.

Earlier this year, sadly my wife and I divorced.  It has been a 
sad and difficult time for both of us, but out of the ashes rises 
the phoenix - I have put more energy into my passion for the 
sport of Judo (maybe it was my Dad in my ear again; idle 
hands…..).  We still are very supportive of each and remain 
good friends.  I now live in the quiet town of Portland NSW 
and am still working as a Signaler at Lithgow Yard Signal Box.

By Danny Coffa

Young Danny with grandfather

Danny and dancing partner

Danny, First Postition with Sydney Trains, Lithgow

Danny (centre) at RAAF Pearce, Laverton
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FOOTSTEPS THROUGH CAMBERWELL

More Photos: www.foundation.smugmug.com

what’s been happening...

MARCELLIN COLLEGE BUSINESS NETWORK  
AT THE AUDI CENTRE MELBOURNE
Thanks to the Zagame family

More Photos: www.foundation.smugmug.com

BULLEEN 
ROADERS 
HERITAGE 
GROUP 

CLASS  
OF 1977 
REUNION

Michael Ryan (Left) and Frank Sandy 
inspecting the Honour Boards during 
the tour of the College at their Class 
of 1977 Reunion

Members of the Alumni Class 
of 65 have started their work to 
document their time at Marcellin 
and to tell their stories. L-R John 
Walsh, Michael O’Sullivan, Rev Fr 
Peter Ferwerda and John Ryan MOCCC Premiership Celebrations 2017

CLASS OF 1972  
REUNION
Gerry Holmes and Rob Sartori at  
the Class of 1972 45 Year Reunion

MCCA GALA  
BALL 2017

MARCELLIN 
OLD 
COLLEGIANS 
CRICKET 
CLUB 
MCCOC
Old Collegians Steve Pertile 
and Peppe Di Ciccio at the 
Marcellin Old Collegians 
Cricket Club 45th Anniversary 
Celebration

Old Collegians Steve Pertile and Peppe Di Ciccio at the Marcellin 
Old Collegians Cricket Club 45th Anniversary Celebration

PAST AND PRESENT MOTHERS’ LUNCHEON
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More Photos: www.foundation.smugmug.com

Top from left:  Paula Lay-Tran, Anna Tieppo, Josie Spataro.  
Front from left:  Teresa Michelangeli & Carol Brancotella

VOLUNTEER’S
LUNCHEON

DIOR
EXHIBITION 

YR 7 TRANSITION
DAY

MASS FOR DECEASED
OLD COLLEGIANS
Doreen Theisz at the Mass for Deceased 
Old Collegians, Marcellin Staff and Friends 
of Marcellin
Old Collegians (Left) Chris Mirabella (1981) 
& Maurie Boland (First Day Student 1950) 
following the Mass 

Some od the newest students with Mark Murphy

MOTHERS’ 
DAY 
BREAKFAST

FATHERS’ DAY 
BREAKFAST

women of  
marcellin -  
 
angela dimattina
One of the many beloved faces at Marcellin is that of Angela 
DiMattina. It is always a joy to catch up with Angela at the 
annual Past and Present Mothers lunch, as well as enjoying 
her support of other College and Foundation events 
throughout the year.
Angela’s connection with Marcellin began in 1976 when the 
eldest of her three son’s Chris, began his education at the 
Junior School in Year 7. Siblings Michael and Xavier soon 
followed (all three from the Holy Redeemer Parish Primary 
School in Surrey Hills) and for the period between 1976-1984, 
Angela had arguably presented the College with the most 
talented trio of sporting siblings ever to represent Marcellin.
Angela’s time at Marcellin was much more than being a parent. 
She also taught at the school for 11 years, from 1977 to 1987. 
Following her marriage breakdown, Angela undertook the 
daunting prospect of being a single mum and going back 
to school to complete her Higher School Certificate. After 
graduating, she attended Christ College from 1973 to 1975 
and then taught Grade One at a local primary school before 
being approached by Marcellin Principal, Brother Stephen 
Bugg who offered a her a teaching position at Bulleen. 
Angela taught Humanities; English, History and Religion. 
Angela recalls the hurtful stigma associated with being a 
divorced, single mother teaching in a Catholic School. Some 
parents even made it clear to her that she didn’t belong. 
With the steely resolve the Di Mattina family are known for, 
she pushed on, and overcame this minority vindictiveness. 
The rest is history, Angela was warmly welcomed by the 
majority and she soon proved her mettle as an outstanding 
and popular educator. Another sign of those times was that 
of the 60 staff very few were women and she fondly recalls 
her friendship with colleague Helen Hargreaves. Nowadays 
the ratio would be closer to 50-50. One other observation of 
Angela’s was that in 1977, it seemed the entire staff (except 
Angela) were smokers, though by the time she had left 11 
years later, smokers were in the minority.
We asked Angela what she felt a Marcellin education had 
given her three boys and were pleased that she has such 
a positive memory of their time here. Attributes from their 
Marcellin education included the idea of an all rounded 
education with a terrific Christian social grounding. The fact 
that they became good citizens and mixed with others who 
also were, as well as the great parents she met. Sport played 
a big part as well - which is a modest response by Angela. 
Chris, Michael and Xavier not only represented the College 
with great distinction, they did across a breadth of sports, 
and probably would have succeeded in others if time had 
permitted. But that is worthy of another article in itself. The 

DiMattina boys are still friendly with many school friends.
The positives of being involved with Marcellin for Angela 
have included the fact that there is such a great family feeling 
here with wonderful, long lasting friendships made and just a 
“beautiful feeling”.
Marcellin still plays a big part in Angela’s life. She has had 
grandchildren attend the school; one of whom will be 
representing the College in its South Africa Immersion 
program in 2017.  This program places recently graduated 
Marist students in a teaching role at a School in South 
Africa. During the summer vacation, children from nearby 
towns and villages, who come from the most disadvantaged 
socio-economic backgrounds, attend this school and the 
Marist students are placed in teaching roles with these 
kids; everything from teaching traditional academic studies, 
through to sport and other vital life skills. By all accounts it 
is a life-changing experience for everyone involved as they 
confront the poverty and injustice these kids live with. Angela 
is looking forward to hearing about her Grandson’s journey 
with this program.  
Angela eventually retired from teaching and went into the 
family Hospitality Business where she still works part time. 
The DiMattina Family Businesses have been generous 
sponsors of numerous Marcellin Fund Raisers over many 
years and Angela is always the first to step up when that 
‘raffle prize is needed’ by organisers.
She follows the MOCFC (where her sons also played). She 
attends the annual Past and Present Mothers Lunch and on 
the last Friday of each month catches up with other past 
teachers. Angela feels a strong bond with the school and 
loves catching up with other parents and hearing what the 
‘boys’ are up to.
We thank Angela for her time, and wish her well in her very 
active life. It is wonderful that we maintain ties with such 
important ‘women of Marcellin’.
By Prue O’Shannessy

Angela Dimattina 2016 Past and Present Mothers Luncheon
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margaret spain
When you walk into Margaret Spain’s home (which is diagonally 
opposite the rear gates of Marcellin College), the first thing you 
notice are the walls adorned with family photos. Margaret is a 
devoted Mother of five sons (who all attended Marcellin between 
1962 and 1981), Grandmother of nine, and Great Grandmother 
of two. After a cup of tea and a chat, it is clear to see just how 
important her family are to her. Although Margaret’s family are 
spread across the country, and the globe, they still remain very 
close and keep in touch regularly; chatting on the phone or 
Skyping (when her internet allows).

Margaret and Jim Spain moved back to Melbourne from South 
Australia in 1962 to live with Margaret’s parents in Clifton Hill - 
a temporary measure; until they decided on place where they 
should call home. Margaret’s sister suggested Bulleen as a 
good place to take up residence as there was a new boys 
school just established in the area. Having four boys; Mark, 
Peter, Robert and Brian, Bulleen was a definite consideration.
So, Margaret and Jim had a look at a vacant block in Sandra 
Street and decided to build a home there. At the time, their 
two eldest boys, Mark and Peter were commuting by train 
from Clifton Hill into the city and out to Camberwell, to attend 
the Junior School campus of Marcellin College. Margaret 
recalls one afternoon, Peter returning home from school 
alone (he was all of about 8 or 9 years old). He had caught 
the train from Camberwell into Princes Bridge Station, walked 
through the underpass to Flinders Street Station and then 
caught another train to Clifton Hill, and then proceeded to 
walk home. Margaret was mortified to find the little fella stroll 
home alone and when she asked why, his response was 
simply, “I couldn’t find Mark”. 
Margaret recalls Sandra Street (which runs along the rear of 
Marcellin College), as predominantly paddocks back in 1964.  
The historic home, “Ben Nevis” on the corner of Ben Nevis 
Grove and Sandra Street stands on a corner house block now, 
but back then was rolling paddocks of farmland. It’s hard to 
imagine this when you look at Sandra Street now. At 3.20pm, 
you are lucky if you can get down the street for the traffic!
By the time Margaret and Jim moved into their new home, 
their fifth son, Paul had arrived and they knew now that they 
couldn’t have chosen a better place to settle. This became 
even more apparent as as her boys progressed through 

secondary school at Marcellin. Margaret valued the important 
role that religion played along with the the great education 
they all received, one that seemed to befit each of their 
individual needs.
Mark went on to Melbourne University to study Medicine.  Very 
sadly, in his fourth year of university, he was killed tragically 
in a mountaineering accident in New Zealand. Margaret still 
recalls that day very vividly saying, “It’s something you never 
forget - but unfortunately, it’s just something that you have to 
learn to live with”.
Al Parkin, former teacher at Marcellin College, remembers 
Mark as if it was just yesterday. Al says, “Mark Spain stands 
out as one of the two nicest boys I ever taught. Not only 
was he a great student and a high-achiever, but he was just 
an outstanding person. He had a lovely, peaceful and calm 
demeanour, was polite and respectful to all teachers for the 
gift of knowledge that they gave to their students”. Al held 
back a tear when he said, “If anyone could set an example 
of how we should all live, Mark Spain would be that person.”
Peter went on to Flinders University in Adelaide to study and 
now lives and works in San Diego as an Oceanographer. 
Margaret remembers school holidays spent at the beach 
where the boys walked along the sand until long after the sun 
went down. This, she believes, is where Peter developed his 
love of the ocean.
Rob went on to study electronics and instrument technology 
and now lives in the UK where he works for Maersk in IT. 
He travels from time to time to Copenhagen with work, but 
the UK is now where he calls home. (Editor’s Note: Rob was 
featured in the previous edition of Foundation News - please 
contact our office if you would like a back copy)
Brian also went on to study Medicine, specialising in Anesthetics. 
He now lives in Darwin and is Medical Director at the Royal 
Darwin Hospital and still practices as as Anesthetist. Last year 
he was awarded an OAM for his Significant Services to Medicine 
in the Northern Territory. An occasion which Margaret was 
honored to be present at.
Paul is the only son that has remained in Melbourne working 
in Energy Marketing. Margaret really enjoys having he and his 
family close by.  Brian’s son, Nick, is also currently living in 
Melbourne and studying at Melbourne University. He makes 
a conscious effort to spend time with his Grandmother - 
something that Margaret really enjoys.
Margaret suffered tragedy for the second time in her life in 
2002, when her beloved husband Jim passed away. When 
you chat to Margaret, it is clear to see that life without Jim has 
left a great void for her, but she is thankful to have the support 
of her sons and their families.
Marcellin is still very much a part of Margaret’s life - well it 
is almost unavoidable living across the road! She loves to 
come along to the Past and Present Mothers Luncheon each 
year and occasionally drops into the Foundation Office to say 
hello. And, for anyone that might drop in to visit Margaret - let 
it be known, she makes a great cup of tea!
By Lisa Gillies

Spain Family, back from left: Paul, Rob, Brian and Peter, front: Jim and Margaret

women of  
marcellin -  
 
margaret tankey
If you ask Margaret Tankey what Marcellin means to her, she 
will tell you without hesitation, “The friendships”. Margaret 
was a very active member of the Marcellin Ladies Auxiliary, 
in fact, she was President for two years at the Junior School 
and two years at the Senior School. Her husband Brian was 
also President of the Marcellin Parents and Friends and was 
instrumental in much of the grounds maintenence that was 
managed by volunteers in the day. He also initiated and 
chaired the Marcellin Advisory Council. It was during this 
time, they formed lifelong friendships.

Margaret, Brian and their four boys Stephen, Robert, David 
and Phillip moved from Perth to Melbourne in 1972. Prior to 
moving, Margaret and Brian visited Melbourne in the hope 
of enrolling their boys at Marcellin. They were informed that, 
with four boys, there was little possibility that all of them 
would get into Marcellin. They returned to Perth feeling a little 
disenfranchised so decided to have a chat to a Marist Brother 
friend in Perth - common sense prevailed, and the rest was 
history. The Tankey boys were all accepted into Marcellin and 
so the next chapter of life in Melbourne began for them.

Stephen commenced at the Senior School in Bulleen under 
Principal, Brother Romuald and David and Robert commenced 
at the Junior School in Camberwell where Brother Aiden was 
Principal. The move was probably a little more difficult for 
Stephen being a few years older than his siblings. He was an 
athletics champion in Perth, so he joined the cross country 
and athletics teams at Marcellin which he loved and made the 
transition to a new school and state much easier. Margaret 
drove all of the boys to school each day from Templestowe to 
Bulleen. David and Robert would then jump on the bus from 
Bulleen to Camberwell. She would then pick them up again 
in the afternoon. Phillip commenced school at All Hallows in 
Balwyn for one year and then St Kevin’s in Templestowe for 
one year before attending Marcellin Junior School. 

Margaret was adamant that she wanted to be an active part 
of the Marcellin community and knew she had to be proactive 
and make the first move. So, she joined the Ladies Auxiliary 
and it wasn’t long before she formed friendships which still 
endure today. In 1974, Margaret was encouraged by Brother 
Joseph who was then Principal at Camberwell, to put her 
hand up for President of the Ladies Auxiliary. Margaret 
accepted and admits it is one of the best decisions she has 
made. She later became President of the Ladies Auxiliary at 
the Senior School in 1979.

It was during this time that the Annual Past Mothers Luncheon 
came to be. The Ladies Auxiliary prepared a complimentary 
basket lunch of sandwiches and cakes for the guests but 

Margaret said that although there was no charge for the lunch, 
they didn’t get out of it completely scot-free. Being a Catholic 
school, there was always a raffle and Margaret boasts that 
across the numerous functions they hosted, they raised ‘a lot 
of money’ for the College. 

Back in the day, if you were part of the Marcellin Ladies 
Auxiliary, hard work was something not to be shy of - because 
there was plenty of it on the go. The ladies rolled their sleeves 
up, taking on numerous duties within the college, including 
cleaning the Brothers residence, catering for and cleaning up 
after the various functions as well as working in the tuckshop. 

Once a year, the ladies took a break from their volunteer work 
to enjoy a Christmas Luncheon at Chaucer’s in Canterbury 
Road. This was something they really looked forward to and 
of course, thoroughly enjoyed being able to sit down and be 
the ones waited upon for a change! 

Margaret still remains very good friends with some of her 
tuckshop cohort. To this day, they still meet up socially three 
to four times a year - something that is unlikely to change 
anytime soon. Margaret says that some of her dearest friends 
are fellow Marcellin mums. Of course, you will always see 
Margaret at the Past and Present Mothers Luncheon each 
year. These days the luncheon welcomes both past and 
present mothers. 

The Tankey boys still remain connected with their cohort from 
Marcellin College and Phillip, or Phil as he is known to his 
Marcellin colleagues, has done the full circle and returned to 
Marcellin in 2015 as the College’s Business Manager. Phil is a 
great asset to Marcellin and has been especially busy of late, 
overseeing the large capital works project at the College. 

The Tankey family remain very close and like spend special 
events together. Recently, Margaret and Brian celebrated their 
60th Wedding Anniversary - a wonderful occasion for them, 
where the entire four generations of Tankey family got together 
for this remarkable milestone. Margaret said the day was 
perfect. Spending it with family was just the way they wanted it.

By Prue O’Shannessy

Since our interview with Margaret Tankey, we were 
saddened to hear of the passing of her husband, Brian in 
November. Brian was a leading presence during the 1970’s 
in the Marcellin Parents and Friends Association and 
President in 1981 and 1982. 

Joan Ryan (left) with Margaret Tankey at the 2017 Past and Present Mothers Luncheon.



foundation news14 autumn edition 2017 
foundation news 15

autumn edition 2017 

50 years 
anniversary for 
old collegians 
football club
In 2018 Marcellin Old Collegians Football Club is proudly celebrating 
its 50 Year Anniversary to commemorate the Club’s inaugural match 
played on 20 April 1968.

Invitation
As a valued member of the Marcellin community we would like 
to invite you to take part in the Golden Jubilee celebrations. 
There are numerous events planned for the Old Maroon & Blue 
throughout 2018 including a Gala Ball to be held at San Remo 
Ballroom on Saturday night 14 July. Please note we will be 
drawing upon those famous Marcellin celebrities who work in the 
arts and media industries to participate on the night – more news 
to follow!

We are also seeking to arrange our first home game for Season 
2018 to be as close to 20 April 2018 as possible. The intent is to 
have as many of the first game players (truly Golden Oldies) to 
attend on the day – again more news to follow!

Please see the Marcellin College website:  
www.marcellin.vic.edu.au/ or the MOCFC  
website: www.marcellinocfc.com.au/ for updates.

History
Starting in the C Grade YCW competition in 1968, the Club gained 
admission to the Victorian Amateur Football Association (VAFA) F 
Grade in 1971. Marcellin quickly rose through the amateur ranks 
winning promotion in a remarkable six years to play in A Grade 
for the first time in 1977. Three Flags were won along the way – F 
Grade in 1971, C Grade in 1975 and B Grade in 1976.

The Club finally won the ultimate prize of an A Grade Flag in 
2001. Since then the Eagles have achieved numerous successes 
culminating in 2017 with our first ever Women’s team, The 
Sheagles, winning in inaugural Premier Division premiership. Not 
to be outdone, the Bald Eagles were inspired to step up and win 
the 2017 Flag.

There have been many VAFA Best & Fairest winners, leading 
goalkickers, legends, State Representations and ‘superstars’ 
over the years. They all have contributed to what the Marcellin Old 
Collegians Football Club, ‘the Eagles’, is all about – Community! 

Despite a rich history of on-field success, the strength of the 
Eagles has been built upon the solidarity of this Community 
which comprises players, coaches, support staff, ‘the School’, 
sponsors and of course, families, partners and supporters.

The Marcellin Community will be the theme of our 50 year 
celebration.

One of the greatest tasks ahead of us is that we need to find the 
whereabouts of ‘lost’ players and supporters. Please contact any 
of the following with any contact details you may have:

•  Prue O’Shannessy - prue.oshannessy@marcellin.vic.edu.au

•  Chris Mirabella - Chris.Mirabella@marcellin.vic.edu.au

•  Michael Howard 

Go Eagles!
Michael Power (aka Maurie)
Chair, 50th Anniversary Committee 
For more information, please visit  
www.marcellinocfc.com.au 

first xviii 
schoolboys win 
premiership back  
to back to back           
2017 proved to be another highly successful year for Marcellin 
football where the College again enjoyed record participation 
numbers across all year levels. A highlight of the Junior program  
included the Intermediate team, led by Techer in Charge of AFL & 
1st XVIII Coach Ryan Edwards, who qualified and played off for the 
prestigious ‘Herald Sun Shield’.

At First XVIII level, Marcellin successfully defended their 2015 and 
2016 premierships. An undefeated season, culminating in the defeat 
of arch rival Ivanhoe Grammar in the Grand Final, made Marcellin 
history as the first team to go ‘back to back to back’. 
Lachlan Wilson, Alex Federico, Ben Wiggins and Cristian Farchione 
completed the amazing feat of playing in each premiership. In 
addition, the triple premiership players, along with Stefan Nadalin, 
Captain Matthew Cecchin and Patrick Della Rocca were all selected 
in the AGSV representative team, the most of any school.
Finally, I’m sure our players will always have fond memories of their 
years as Marcellin footballers, and with the draft fast approaching, 
we wish each player the best of luck in fulfilling their AFL dreams.
By Ryan Edwards
 

sheagles 2017
In what can only be described as one of the most amazing seasons 
of football any team has ever played, in our very first season the 
Marcellin Old Collegians Sheagles team took out the inaugural 
VAFA Premier Division Women’s Premiership in a fairytale finish. 
The concept of a Marcellin women’s team was hatched at the 
Manningham Club at a meeting between Spiro Antypas, Sue 
Robertson, Marcus Clayton, Michael Dillon and Club President 
Jannifer Williams midway through 2016 once the VAFA had 
announced that it would be starting a women’s competition in 
2017 after the tremendous success of the AFLW concept.
Expressions of interest were sent out and those keen on playing 
footy were invited to an information session with newly appointed 
coach Tom Stafford. With around 20 attendees it appeared we 
would have enough to start a team and The Sheagles were born. 
Pre-season training started in November in what were gruelling 
conditions as Melbourne approached summer. Session after 
session, more and more girls joined the training group until around 
55 girls were training in preparation for the Sheagles first season 
of football. March saw the girls embark on a preseason training 
camp at Jan Juc where the team were put through their paces by 
coaches Stafford and Boyd.
We competed in the VAFA Lightning Premiership where all the 
newly formed women’s teams competed across a weekend. In 
what was a fantastic day, we won all of our games and won our 
first piece of silverware for the season. Little were we to know 
what was to come.
Three grading games were to follow which would determine which 
division we would play in come the season proper. Wins in the 
all three games determined that we were placed into the Premier 
division of the women’s competition which while daunting was 
seen as a great challenge for our newly formed team.
We finished in 3rd position at the conclusion of the home & away 
season with 9 wins and 3 losses to our name. We then defeated Old 
Trinity in the elimination final followed by a win over Fitzroy in the 
preliminary final to advance to the Grand Final.
With our confidence building heading into the Grand Final we 
would be meeting the undefeated (12-0) St Kevin’s who would 
go in as overwhelming favourites. No one had told the Sheagles 
however as we managed to build an early lead and hold on to win 
by 7 points in a boil over.

Thanks to all those that contributed over the course of the season 
to the magnificent season that was. On behalf of Tom Stafford, 

Luke Boyd, Sue Robertson 
and rest of the 
Sheagles staff, 
thank you for all 
the support and 
we hope to see 
everyone back 
again next year 
as the Sheagles 
look to go back 
to back.
By Tim Money

bald eagles
The Marcellin Bald Eagles had a very successful year in  2017 
pulling off a stunning Grand Final win over undefeated Parkdale 
to take out the Victorian Masters Superules Premier Division 
Premiership. 
We had been beaten by less than a goal in the Grand Finals of the 
two previous seasons. Our previous Premiership successes dated 
back to 2001 and 2002 when we first came into existence. Marcellin 
alumni and coaching guru, Bernie Dinneen took over the reigns 
from ex-Hawk and Tiger, Mark Graham in 2017, and moulded 
together a determined and skilful team that pulled it all together 
over the final series when it counted. He also played brilliantly and 
won the competition best and fairest award as well as gaining All 
Australian status in the Australian Superules Carnival. Mark stayed 
on as a player and played a critical role in the Grand Final kicking 
3 important goals. He was aided and abetted by two other ex-AFL 
legends in Daniel Harford and Marcellin parent Paul Hudson. 
A critical factor of the game was that our defence stepped up 
after an even first quarter by keeping the opposition goal-less in 
the second and third quarters. We ran out winners in the end by 
a margin of 13 points. The scoreline being Marcellin Bald Eagles 
9-8-62 to Parkdale 8-1-49.
Our Reserves team also had a succesful year and were unlucky to 
miss the finals. It was pleasing to have over 80 registered players. 
We are looking forward to another successful year in 2018 in 
providing an avenue within the Marcellin Community for men to 
get together in a healthy environment to foster mateship, support 
and camaraderie.
Dr Bernie Crimmins
President Marcellin Bald Eagles

tom stafford 
VAFA WOMEN’S COACH  
OF THE YEAR 

Bald Eagles Club President Dr Bernie Crimmins (Left) and Captain Coach,  
Bernard Dinneen celebrate the win. 

mocfc Celebrates 50 Golden Jubilee 1968-2018
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NICK BOURKE
Congratulations to Old Collegian Nick Bourke (Alumnus 
1981) for being inducted by the Victorian Amateur 
Football Association as a Big V Champion.  This honour 
was bestowed upon Nick for his lifetime achievements in 
Amatuer Football. Nick played 111 for the Marcellin Old 
Collegians and represented the VAFA seven times during 
his career. Nick coached Old Xaverians to three A Grade 
Premierships, coached the Big V and served as the VAFA 
President.

 VALE LEO KEARNEY

leo kearney 
The MOCFC is very saddened by the passing of long 
time member, Leo Kearney.
Leo’s involvement with the MOCFC goes back as far as 
1970, where he played in the YCW competition while he 
was still a student at Marcellin College.   He moved to 
the Amateurs where he played until 1973. Unfortunately, 
due to family comitments, his onfield contribution ceased 
suddenly, although he still remained an avid supporter 
and contributor to the club for the ensuing years.  He was 
elected president in 1995 where he worked tirelessly for 
his three year term. Under his guidance the team went 
from C Grade to Premiers in 1997 to B Grade Premiers in 
1998 and finally, A Grade Premiership success in 2001.
Leo lost his seven year battle with ill health on 21 
November 2017.  We remember Leo as a good bloke and 
a generous soul -someone who was loved by all.

Tim Naughton (OC1955) with fellow MOCFC Legend Ray Walsh (OC1956)

mocfc Celebrates 50 Golden Jubilee 1968-2018

Nick (Centre) with family celebrating his award.  Left to Right:  
Parents Gavin and Barbara Bourke, brothers Matthew and 
Anthony and daughter Kimberley

TIM NAUGHTON 
A lifetime of service
The only thing more remarkable than MOCFC being blessed 
with having a volunteer who has given the club 50 years of 
uninterrupted service, is that this person’s contribution to the 
Marcellin Community predates the creation of the club.
Tim Naughton was the Honorary Secretary of the Old Collegians 
Association Committee that envisaged the creation of a Football 
Club several years before it officially came into existence in 
1968.  It is part of MOCFCs folklore, the club wasn’t expecting 
to enter the YCW competition until the 1969 season. The (very) 
late withdrawal by another club opened the door for Marcellin 
in February 1968 and the Old Collegians Committee headed by 
Tim’s friend, the late Brian Wright had to scramble to get things 
in order so they could field a team in time for the start of the 
season in April.
Brian Wright could never have imagined that by asking Tim to 
become the Football Club’s inaugural Secretary/Manager he 
would change Tim’s life forever and gift the Marcellin Community 
its dearest and most dedicated volunteer.
For every Saturday of every home game of Football for the past 
50 years, Tim has been of service to  our community.  When 
the Old Collegians Cricket Club was created five years after the 
Football Club, Tim was there too.  Countless players, partners, 
parents, friends and officials of both clubs have come to know 
Tim for his extraordinary energy and work ethic, his great humor, 
generousity and humility.  
Quite frankly, we would not know what we would do without 
him. Tim and his brother Anthony were part of the College’s 
second year intake at Camberwell in 1951.  Tim was  in Year 8. 
They lived on a small farm of 8 acres, located near Blackburn 
Lake, which when sold, was subdivided into 36 housing blocks! 
Naughton Drive Blackburn is named after the family. Their 
local Parish was St Francis Xavier in Box Hill and their dad 
drove them to Canterbury Road most mornings.  The family 
finally settled in Camberwell, not far from the College and Tim 
remembers his adolescent years living and growing up there as 
some of his happiest.  

These days, Tim lives in Balwyn.  He keeps fit by walking and on 
most fine Saturday mornings he takes the ‘inland route’ as he 
treks from his home over to Bulleen forever looking at ways to 
improve his personal best time. 
Tim’s great passion is architecture and despite missing the 
chance to study it at University, he has kept himself informed 
about all things related to the subject and loves nothing more 
than critical examination of urban and commercial development.  
The topic is never far away in a conversation with Tim and he 
laments seeing grand old homes in the district being bulldozed 
for less functional and ‘frankly ugly’ replacements.
Tim’s great humility about his contribution to our community is 
driven in a large part at what he feels is the great gift of peace-
fullness and solitude that Marcellin has bestowed upon him.  In 
the summer especially, when the days are long, and when his 
chores are done in the Old Boys room, Tim wanders around the 
ovals, stopping and propping under one of the many gum trees, 
enjoying the warm breeze and listening to the sound of the bat 
on ball as the current generation of Old Collegians and visitors 
battle it out on the field.  
Tim was bestowed the Legend status at MOCFC back in 20xx. 
The only other legend of the Club  is his good friend Ray Walsh.
For MOCFC and MOCCC especially, Tim is irreplaceable. Truly 
one of a kind. We congratulate Tim on his fine achievement of 50 
years service to MOCFC.

By Chris Mirabella

KEY DATES

Nick (Centre) with family celebrating his award.  Left to Right:  Parents Gavin and Barbara Bourke, brothers Matthew and Anthony and daughter Kimberley
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recent 
donors
Miriam Ayoub
Blanca Berbia
Albert Dinelli
Theo Eversteyn 
Terry Dynes
Bill Gartner
Tim Holland
Mary Jones
Adelheid Kelly
Matthew McIntyre 
Andrew McMahon
Peter Merrigan
Brian Moritz
Lorraine Sexton
Andrew Smolka
Margaret Spain
Alma Zanatta

John Teffer running in one of his early years Marathon

cross country 
Eighteen consecutive AGSV Titles
Whilst Marcellin’s First XVIII’s remarkable achievement 
of winning its third consecutive AGSV Premiership was 
deservedly, and publically, well celebrated, the College’s 
Cross Country’s 18th, by comparison, almost slipped under 
the radar!
The Captain of the 2017 Cross Country Team was Scott 
McKenzie who was also the College’s Sport Captain this year.  
When you see Scott in action, whether in full competition 
flight, at training or simply encouraging the enthusiasts 
during the fun-run, it is easy to see why he was bestowed 
with such an honour last year.  Congratulations to Scott and 
the Cross Country Team.
Long term Coach of the Cross Country team, John Meagher 
has been there for all of those years and is an inspiration 
for the boys. John is an elite runner; he finished on the 
podium at the 2016 Masters Melbourne Marathon.  John 
attributes the College’s success to hard work.  Certainly 
Marcellin enjoys a natural competitive advantage with all 
the open space at and within close proximity to the College.  

For those of us with long memories of Bulleen, the standard 
PE cross country class took us on a trek through the goat-
track route in the adjoining property known affectionately 
as the ‘swamp.’ PE Teacher Tommy Kimmett used to 
remind us to stay on the track so as to avoid the snakes 
and any other nasties lurking. 
The swamp is long gone and it is now the beautiful playing 
fields of our good friends at Trinity Grammar.  
Johnny Meagher’s spiritual predecessor is John Telfer who 
was universally admired for his upfront and no nonsense 
demeanor and his beautiful rapport with the students. He, 
like Johnny Meagher lead from the front being an elite 
athlete.  Interesting the two John’s have never met. John 
Telfer is happily retired living in Queensland.   One day when 
we coax him down for a reunion or similar, we will be sure to 
introduce them to each other.
By Chris Mirabella

upcoming 
events

how to 
donate

John Meagher running Scott McKenzie & John Meagher 

obituaries
Peter Murphy (Alumnus 1972) 

John Briffa (Alumnus 1965) 

Bev Power - wife of Old Collegian Maurie Power  
(Alumnus 1967) 

Marie Boyd -  Marcellin parent, grandparent and wife of 
Jack Boyd (JJ Boyd Outstanding Endeavour Award)

Paul Fraser - husband of Pam Fraser (past MCCA) and 
friend of Marcellin College

Greg Breen - (Alumnus 1992)

Peter Daly - (Alumnus 1976)

Phillip Rosier - (Alumnus 1979)

Leo Kearney - (Alumnus 1970)

Brian Tankey - Marcellin College Parents Association 
(President 1981-1982)

Jim McKane  - Marcellin Parent and MOCFC Treasurer 
19xx

Congratulations 
to John Tolfo and  

Old Collegians Stephen  
Dinneen who will be torch 

bearers for the 2018  
Commonwealth  

Games.
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Elie Ayoub and John Cassar class of ‘93 Graduates and current parents.
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